Arthur E.P. Flynn of Bay Head 
sent praises about Construction and 
Maintenance I Pasquale Maiorano of 
Central Region Permits for expediting 
his permit. os 


A positive attitude 
What happens on a Monday 

morning during rush hour on I-287 

when a metal rod lodges underneath 

your car, sending sparks in every 
_ direction? You can hope that Central 
_ Region’s Moses Thompson and 
Thomas Post come by. Denise Naidu 
of Somerville describes their actions 
as “certainly above and beyond... 
_ they were courteous and helpful . . . 
thanks and appreciation to both 
gentlemen and to DOT for hiring: - - 
them.” 


In memoriam 

In March 1996, seven-year-old 
Christel Ostrowski was killed leaving 
her school bus in Trenton’s West 
Ward. NJDOT’s Retired Chief of 
Materials Henry Justus, Chief — 
Eileen Connolly, and engineers Fred 
Lovett, Warren Cummings, Paul 
Hanczaryk, Frank Bocchini, Joe 
Messina and Crew 369 members 
Darren Novack, Melvin Levrett and 
John Zabicki were instrumental in 
_ placing white quartz. boulders at the 
site. 


Vietnam vet 


MVS Senior Investigator Wilfred 

_ Grotz of the Bus Inspection Unit 
recently received a special award from 
the Department of Military Affairs for 

outstanding meritorious combat 
during Operation Frequent Wind, an 
evacuation of Vietnam in April and 
May 1975. A former lance corporal in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, Grotz served 
as crew chief of an amphibious assault 
vehicle. 
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December 21 marks the start of 
winter, but snow has already hit New 
Jersey. Although no one can predict how 
much snow will fall, NJDOT is prepared 
for whatever comes. 

“Meteorologists are abuzz about El 
Nifio and its potential impact on weather 


_ patterns this winter. El Nifio means ‘nada’ 


to us. We are prepared based on the 
assumption that New Jersey will have a 
severe winter weather season,” said 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 

Not to stand idly by waiting for the 
flakes to fall, NJDOT loaded 140,000 tons 
of salt in storage for use on the 10,700 lane 
miles of interstate and state highways. 
Crews mix the 575,000 gallons of liquid 
calcium on hand with the salt to increase 
its effectiveness. Haley noted that the 
Department has built additional salt 


storage buildings for 12,500 tons since last 


winter. — 
NJDOT has also increased the number 
of remote weather sensor stations that 


Shovel Snow in 
Direction of Traffic 
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NJDOT gears for winter duties 


monitor roadway and atmospheric 
conditions along the state highway 
system. These stations provide detailed 
information on weather and road 
conditions in specific regions of the state 
that includes air temperature, humidity, 
wind speed and direction, road and 
bridge surface temperatures, pavement 
conditions, need for salt applications and 
the type and intensity of precipitation. 
The stations augment weather forecasts 
from a weather forecasting company. 

As NJDOT hears of a storm, its 600 
trucks will plow the snow and spread the 


‘salt. If a blizzard hits (like ‘96) NJDOT- 


has 1,000 contractor trucks on call. 
Citizens can help the plows by 
clearing the portion of the roadway 
shoulder immediately next to their 
driveway (see diagram below). This 
provides an area where plow trucks can 
deposit snow before reaching the 
driveway. Remember, it’s illegal to park 
along state highways during storms. 


PRIVATE 
DRIVEWAY 


SNOW PLOWED FROM PAVEMENT 


Shovel Snow in 
Direction of Traffic 


ISTEA funds new Hamilton train depot 


Governor Christine Todd Whitman, 
Hamilton Mayor Jack Rafferty, Mercer 
County Executive Robert D. Prunetti, 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr., local 
officials and media members attended the 
September 25 ceremony marking the start 
of construction for Hamilton Township’s 
(Mercer County) new train station off 
Sloan Avenue. 

The federal Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) 


funds account for 84% of the project cost, 
and the state Transportation Trust Fund 
accounts for the remaining 16%. 

The new facility will serve about 
1,500 commuters each day. With waiting 
areas, covered platforms and enclosed 
crossovers, the depot will also have 
parking lots for 1,600 vehicles. As part of 
the total project, there’s an 80-bus NJ 
TRANSIT garage under construction next 
to the train station. 


Fuzzy creatu res keep kids calm during emergencies 


es driver who has broken down on Tas 
the roadways with a small child in the 
vehicle knows how difficult it can be. 
Although the Emergency Service Patrol 
(ESP) quickly responds to emergencies, 
young children have no concept of time. 
They just know that there’s a problem, 
the driver (often Mommy or Daddy) is 
attending to the vehicle and five minutes 
seems like a day. 

The patrol now arrives with a teddy 
bear for the child in the vehicle. As the 
youngster calms down with this 
comforting toy, the ESP can better assist 
the stranded motorist. 

This is a takeoff on a program started 


by Mary Walmsley of Little Falls, who — sails i 
first used stuffed animals to calm elderly Assistant Crew Supervisor John Rufino of the North Region Emergency Service Patrol 


calms a young passenger with a teddy bear during a morning service stop. 


nursing home patients. Walmsley has ; 
collected, fixed up and distributed the “Children cannot relate to guns and _ animals. These are real friends,” said 
stuffed animals to police departments. badges but they can relate to stuffed ees 
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The New Jersey Chapter of the NJDOT developed a community | eout a | 
American Planning Association (NJAPA) resource package on bicycle and w sal fety . 
presented the 1997 Public Education pedestrian planning and disseminated it . nt? 

Award to NJDOT and its consultant (The _ to all municipalities and counties in the | vo eon 

RBA Group) for getting the word out to state. A continuation of the Bicycle/ Call 

the public on bicycle and pedestrian Pedestrian Master Plan (which won an 1 -888-DASH-2-DOT © 
safety through its bicycle/pedestrian award in 1995), the package includes 

education campaign. resources on bicycle and pedestrian | or visit 

NJDOT’s Bicycle/Pedestrian planning issues and a video. | @www.nhtsa.dot. soy 
Advocate William Feldman accepted the The RBA Group developed and hotline 
award for two original, quality and presented 20 professional workshops on | 
comprehensive programs at the NJAPA bicycle/pedestrian planning and design for | U.S. Department of 
sponsored luncheon October 14 at the 500 transportation professionals, staff, | _ Transportation National Highway 
College of New Jersey. county and local planners and engineers. | Traffic Safety Administration 
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The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written 
and designed by the Communications Office, 
Main Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, 
609-530-2127. E-Mail TP! HETM, Fax 
609-530-5469. Deadline is the first of each 
month. 
The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Edyth Hetman, News, Features; 
Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; 
Mark Dunlap, Photography 
Jim Berzok, John Dourgarian and Dave 
Brown, Contributors; Kathleen Callahan 
and Judi Tessein, Support Staff. 


President Jack Molenaar (left) of the New Jersey Chapter of the American Planning 
Association presents the 1997 Public Education Award to NJDOT’s Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Advocate William Feldman (right) and Bettina Zimny (center) of the RBA Group. 
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Thanksgiving traditionally means 
joining friends and family for a 
holiday meal, which often means a 
long motor vehicle trip. Most drivers 
gather maps, tourist guides, and 
weather predictions and believe 
they’re ready to leave. Not so. This 
article is the first of a two-part series 
with some driving tips that will help 
you and your passengers arrive alive 
at your destination. 

Choose your vehicle. It’s 
important that the car you drive fits 
the trip you take. For example, if there 
are five persons in your traveling 
group, you don’t want to drive a four- 
seater on a 200-mile trip. It won’t 
work. You should be comfortable and 
confident as you drive your vehicle. 

Check it out. If you own a car or 
truck that you feel has a safety defect, 
call the U.S. DOT National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s 
hotline at 1-888-DASH-2-DOT (1- 
888-327-4236). The auto safety 
hotline gathers information about 
vehicle safety problems, child safety 
seats and airbags. They’ ll even file a 
report about your vehicle’s safety 
defect and provide you with recall 
information if necessary. 

Prepare your vehicle. Nothing’s 
worse than getting on the road and 
discovering there’s something wrong 
with your vehicle. Make sure your 
vehicle’s ready before you start. 

If you’re going on a long drive, 
particularly on an interstate, turnpike 
or parkway, make sure you check all 
lights, the battery, oil level in the 
crankcase and transmission, brakes, 
tire pressure, radiator (water level), 
windshield washer and wipers, brake 


and power steering fluid levels, hoses 
and belts. 

Set your left, right and rearview 
mirrors to eliminate blind spots as 
much as possible. Clean the inside and 
outside of your windows and your 
headlights, parking lights and 
reflectors. Change light bulbs if 
needed. Check that seatbelts and child 
safety seats are in good condition. 

Prepare yourself. Ninety-five 
percent of the information you need to 
operate a car comes in through the 
eyes. Check that your glasses (or 
contacts) are in good condition and 
your prescription is up-to-date. 

Get enough sleep the night 
before you leave on your trip. Plan to 
drive at times of day when you are 
normally awake. 

Stay alert. Don’t travel straight 
through on a long drive. Take a break 
every two hours or every 100 miles, 
get out, walk and stretch. 

Do not take medicines that will 
make you drowsy before or on your 
trip. If you are with another driver, 
switch off driving every two hours. If 
you're alone, listen to the radio or 
tapes and sing along. 

Some danger signs for drowsy 
drivers are that you can’t keep your 
eyes open and your head up; can’t stop 
yawning; have wandering thoughts; 
drift between lanes; or jerk the car 
back into the lane from the shoulder. 

Stay overnight if needed, get rest 
and resume driving the next day. 
You’ ll arrive more refreshed and better 
able to enjoy your holiday! 

In the December issue, we’ ll 
discuss more tips for driving at 
holiday time. 
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Over the river & through the woods 


Nuptials 


Wayne Regional Center MVS 
employee Margarita Maldonado and 
Paul Jarkowsky wed on September 28. 


Retirees 


NJDOT Supervisor of Equipment 
Inspection Joseph Cleary of Operations- 
Equipment Bureau retired this month 
after 45 years. Other retirees include 
Ralph Whilden, Supervisor 3 of the 
Millville Vehicle Inspection Station after 
24 years; Eddie Woodson, NJDOT 
Highway Construction & Bridge 
Repairer | in Road Maintenance, 
Regional Operations North after 19 
years; and MVS Customer Service 
Information Spec. | Anita McNutt of 
Driver Control after 9 years. 


Obituaries 


Retired Right of Way Assistant 
Director Eugene L. Terzano died on 
October 15 in Burlington Township. As a 
World War II Army veteran, Terzano 
received two Purple Heart citations. He 
also served as Burlington City municipal 
judge. Survivors include his wife Mary, 
daughter Patricia Pullman, sons Eugene 
and Paul, several grandchildren, brother 
John Jr. and sisters May Simone and 
Laura Smith. 

Retired MVS Inspector Donald Wall 
Sr. died October 29 in Hamilton. 
Survivors include his wife Eleanor, sons 
Donald and David, several grandsons, 
nieces and nephews. 

Dorothy Elizabeth Ryan of Trenton 
died November 3 in Lake Forest, I]. An 
MVS retiree, Ryan is survived by sons 
Peter and Patrick, daughters Kathleen 
and Maureen, many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Retired NJDOT employee Walter S. 
Pieleck died November 5 in Bridgewater. 
A World War II Army veteran and 
recipient of six Bronze Stars, Pieleck is 
survived by wife Frances, son Anthony 
W. and two grandchildren. 

NJDOT Landscape Technician 
Alfred D. Pieretti died November 5 in 
Roebling. Survivors include sisters 
Donna Fay and Sandy Blacker, several 
nieces and nephews and stepsister 
Florence Woodhull. 
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Quick-drying cement benefits NJ motorists 


Although road work frequently means a delayed 
commute, you realize that without repairs the roads would be 
less safe and delays might be even longer. The problem is that 
the repairs may tie up a roadway for several days. 

The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) forced the state to expand its pavement management 
system (PMS) to cover the entire federal aid system and also 
funded a research project to develop fast-track concrete. 

Initially, the pavement designer could only make visual 
subjective assessments of the pavement’s condition and then 
suggest a rehabilitation. To take the guess work out of road 
repair assessment, NJDOT’s pavement management section 
started using the falling weight deflectometer (FWD) for 
project scoping. The information recovered from FWD helps 
the pavement design engineers determine the structural 
capacity of the roadway and plan needed repairs. 

After the problem is identified, how is the length of the 
repair determined? The New Jersey Institute of Technology’s 
Professor Farhad Ansari and his colleague, Rutgers University 
Professor Al Maher, developed a public domain mixture for a 
fast-setting, simple concrete that can accept traffic in about six 
hours instead of the usual three to 14 days. 

The new quick-drying cement is regular cement with 
superplasticizers added to strengthen the mixture in less time. 
The repair or replacement of the existing pavement is usable in 


Contractors pour fast-drying concrete into a repair site. The I-295 
repair project spans 18 miles from Bordentown to Cherry Hill. 


a maximum of 10 - 12 hours. This means NJDOT can repair 
more roads in less time without closing them for days. 

Already used to complete 10 joint replacements, NJDOT 
estimates the cost at about five percent more than the former 
processes, but cuts down on inconvenience to the traveling 
public and boosts the safety factor. 


